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SPOT GPS Tracker - User Reference Guide

1. Guiding Principles
This document describes how to use and activate the SPOT GPS tracker.

This document should be available for reference in the glovebox of the vehicle being
travelled in.

2. Procedure

How SPOT Works
1. GPS satellites provide signals.

2. The SPOT onboard GPS chip, located under the SPOT logo, determines your
GPS location and sends your location and preselected message to
communication satellites.

3. Communication satellites relay your message to specific satellite antennas
around the world.

4. Satellite antennas and a global network route your location and message to the
appropriate network.

5. Your location and messages are delivered according to your instructions via
email, text message, or emergency notification to the Rescue Coordination
Centre who will activate an SOS when this button is pressed.

Getting Started

Before you start, here are a few important things to remember to get maximum reliability
from SPOT:

1. SPOT needs a clear view of the sky to obtain a GPS signal

and provide the most accurate location information. It is not reliable indoors or in
dense vegetation.

2. Orienting SPOT so that the SPOT logo is facing up toward the sky will
improve performance as the antenna is located under the logo.

3. Keep the Messenger at least 12 inches away from other GPS devices
as SPOT can interfere with signal reception of other GPS devices.

This document can be made available in alternative formats
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Each time you turn on SPOT

SPOT performs a self-test to evaluate your entire messaging system, from the
operational condition of the SPOT to the readiness of those you've chosen to receive
your messages.

1.

Go outside to where SPOT has a clear view of the sky in all directions.

2. Press and hold the ON/OFF button until the function light blinks green.
3.
4. Leave SPOT outdoors. The GPS indicator light blinks green as SPOT acquires a

Press and hold the Check-In/OK button until the function light blinks green.

GPS fix.

Once SPOT acquires your GPS location, the Message Sending light and GPS
light will blink green in unison for ~15 seconds to notify you that your message is
being transmitted with GPS location.

The Message Sending light will continue to blink green over the remainder of the
20 minute message cycle and for one (1) hour after the end of the message cycle
(this is to provide you with additional time to check if your most recent message
was transmitted). The Check-In/OK function light will turn off once the message
cycle is complete.

5. Verify that the message was received in the email or SMS account(s) that you set

up during activation in your Check-In/OK contact list.

You can also view your messages in your account at findmespot.com/en/.

If the GPS light blinks red, SPOT does not have a clear view of the GPS
satellites and you must move to an area with a clearer view of the sky for proper
operation. Then repeat steps 2 through 5.

You can update the names and contact information anytime via your account on
the SPOT website. Leave your personal contact information as one of the
contacts for future system testing and GPS acquisition before each trip.

Using Your SPOT Tracker

Power

Press and hold the ON/OFF button until the button blinks green to turn SPOT
on.

The SPOT will then perform a self-diagnostic test.

When power is ON, the button will blink green every three seconds.
This is helpful for making SPOT more visible in the dark.

To turn SPOT off, press and hold the ON/OFF button until the light stops
blinking.
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Light indicators

SPOT uses lights to tell you what it's doing. Take a moment to become familiar with
these lights.

Function lights

Each button has a backlight that blinks when that button is active. To activate (or if
applicable, cancel) any function, you must press and hold the button until the function
light starts blinking (approximately three seconds).

GPS

GPS Light bt

The GPS light notifies you whether SPOT is able to see the GPS satellites and obtain
your GPS location.

Green — The GPS light blinks green while SPOT finds the GPS satellites
and fixes a GPS location. Once the GPS location is obtained, the GPS light
and Message Sending light blink green for approximately 15 seconds to
notify you that your message was sent with your GPS location.

Red — The GPS light blinks red if SPOT doesn’t see the GPS satellites and
/or can't find your GPS location. You should move to a location with a clearer
view of the sky.

=4
Message Sending Light -

The Message Sending light notifies you whether or not your most recent message was
transmitted.

Green — The Message Sending light blinks green after SPOT transmits the
most recent message.

Red — The Message Sending light blinks red if SPOT didn’t send the most
recent message.

The Message Sending Light will continue to blink as appropriate for each function — until
the next scheduled message (Track Progress, Help/SPOT Assist, SOS) and/or until one
(1) hour after the message cycle is complete (Check-In/OK, Custom Message, Track
Progress, Help/SPOT Assist).
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Self-Test

SPOT performs a self-test when first turned on. If all visible lights flash red,
the SPOT self-test has found a failure, and SPOT will not send a message.

If the On/Off light, GPS light and Message Sending light all blink red, SPOT
has a GPS failure, but SPOT may still be able to transmit an SOS or
Help/SPOT Assist message without your GPS location.

Y

Check-in / OK and Custom Message

Let your contacts know where you are and how you're doing; or mark a single waypoint
to review later.

Your contacts will receive SMS/text or email messages with your GPS coordinates.
Email messages also include a link to view your location using Google Maps™.

Check-In/OK and Custom Message functions work the same way. This gives you the
flexibility to send different messages to different contacts, or tailor messages for a
specific purpose such as arranging pick-up at the end of your adventure.

Message Cycle

SPOT will send your message and GPS location to the SPOT network three
times over 20 minutes for maximum reliability (only one email or SMS/text
message will actually be sent to your contacts).

If SPOT cannot get a GPS signal, it will not send your Check-In/OK or
Custom Message.

USING THE CHECK-IN / OK or CUSTOM MESSAGE FUNCTION

Press and hold the Check-In/OK or Custom Message button until the function
button blinks green.

The GPS light will blink green when SPOT sees the GPS satellites and
continue while obtaining your GPS location.

Once your GPS location is obtained, SPOT sends your message and GPS
location. The GPS light and Message Sending light will both blink green for
approximately 15 seconds.

The Message Sending light continues to blink green after it transmits the most recent
message and for one (1) hour after the end of the message cycle. Let SPOT work until the
end of the message cycle when the Check-In/OK or Custom Message light stops blinking.

If no GPS signal is found, the GPS light will blink red. You should move to a location

with a clearer view of the sky. SPOT will keep looking for your GPS location for up to 15
minutes.

Date of Last Review: March 2017 Page 4 of 8 Date Next Review: March 2022



WACHS Working Alone - SPOT GPS Tracker - User Reference Guide

To Cancel

You cannot cancel a Check-In/OK or Custom Message, but you can stop any unsent
messages by turning SPOT off at any time, or by pressing any other function button.

Unsent messages are automatically disabled when you activate SOS, Help/SPOT
Assist or Track Progress.

gﬂ
Help / SPOT assist

For non-life threatening situations, ask for help from friends and family or professional
assistance providers using SPOT Assist. Your contacts will receive SMS/text or email
messages with your GPS coordinates.

Email messages also include a link to view your location using Google Maps™. SPOT
assist service partners will receive your SPOT Assist message and current GPS location.

Message Cycle

SPOT will send your message and current GPS location every five minutes for an hour
for redundancy and overall reliability. If SPOT cannot get a GPS signal, it will still
attempt to send your message without a GPS location.

USING THE HELP FUNCTION

Press and hold the Help button until the function button blinks green. The
GPS light will blink green when SPOT sees the GPS satellites and continue
for up to 4 minutes while obtaining your GPS location.

Once your GPS location is obtained, SPOT will send your message with GPS
location. The GPS light and Message Sending light will both blink green for
approximately 15 seconds. The Message Sending light continues to blink
green until the next scheduled message or until one (1) hour after the end of
the message cycle to notify you that your most recent message was
transmitted.

If no GPS signal is found, the GPS light will blink red. You should move to a
location with a clearer view of the sky. SPOT will keep looking for your GPS
location for up to 4 minutes. If no GPS location is found in 4 minutes, SPOT
sends your message without GPS location. The GPS light blinks red and the
Message Sending light blinks green together for approximately 15 seconds.
The Message Sending light will continue blinking until the next scheduled
message or until one (1) hour after the end of the message cycle. You can
dismiss the Message Sending light by activating any other function or by
turning SPOT off and then on.

TO CANCEL

Press and hold the Help button until it blinks red. Let SPOT work until the
Help button stops blinking red. The Message Sending light will blink green
indicating it has sent the Cancel message.
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S05.
SOS

For life-threatening or other critical situations, alert the GEOS International Emergency
Rescue Coordination Centre (IERCC). GEOS notifies the appropriate emergency
responders in Australia based on your location and personal information — which may
include local police and other relevant emergency services.

Message Cycle

SPOT sends your emergency profile information and current GPS location to GEOS
every five minutes until cancelled or the batteries run out. If SPOT cannot get a GPS
signal, it will still attempt to send your message — without a GPS location. There is no
test mode. If you activate the SOS function, the GEOS Rescue Coordination Centre
will treat it as a real emergency.

USING THE SOS FUNCTION

Press and hold the SOS button until it blinks green. The GPS light will blink
green when SPOT sees the GPS satellites and while obtaining your GPS
location.

Once your GPS location is obtained, SPOT sends your message and GPS
location. The GPS light and Message Sending light will both blink green for
approximately 15 seconds. The Message Sending light continues to blink
green until the next scheduled message to notify you that your most recent
message was transmitted.

If no GPS signal is found, the GPS light will blink red. You should move to a
location with a clearer view of the sky.

The first message will be sent within one minute after activation with or
without your GPS location. For all subsequent messages, SPOT will keep
looking for your GPS location for up to four minutes

If no GPS location is found in four minutes, SPOT sends your message
without GPS location. The GPS light blinks red and the Message Sending
light blinks green for approximately 15 seconds. The Message Sending light
will continue blinking green until the next scheduled message.

TO CANCEL
Press and hold the SOS button until it blinks red. Let SPOT work until the

SOS button stops blinking red. The Message Sending light will blink green
indicating it has sent the Cancel message.
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How the Lights BLINK - By Function

IF SPOT ANDS YOUR GPS LOCATION
Mezzage Function : Mezzage
FUNCTION GPS Light
Light i Sending Light Message Status
Check-In/dE
Custom Mesags Blinks grean
L altartransmitting
Track Function light the most recent
Prograss hlnl::zflgi;-:m GF3 Light Massage a3 M.msaga -fn:i
Haln/ un el blirks grean appropristafor | location tans.mrtte-:l
SPOT Assist maasagalc::de eachfunctionand | tothe satellites.
R comp TI | fior oz (1) hour
0s or cancellad, after the messags
Em:rgam*,' cyela ends.
IMPORTANT NOTES:

1) Tha blinking green light in sach function button lets you know that you have succassfuly
araged that funeton.

21 After wou ergage the function, SPOT looks for a GPS signal and loeation a3 indicated
by tha blinking gresn light

3 Onea the GRS loeation is obtained, SPOT zands your massage and the GRS and Mezsage Sanding
lights blink greantogether for 15 seconds, indicating a suecessful GPS fix and starting the messags

sanding cyela,
IF SPOT DOESN'T FIND YOUR GPS LOCATION
Funetion . Mesza Mezsa )
FUNCTION  pumnight  GPSLight Serding Batey To Try Again
Check-Inf0K Blinks Blinks Eiinks Meesags Mmﬁﬁ::lzmvgﬂacmr
CustomMessage | Graey Fisd Red ot sSnt Fress selected funcion again
Blinks Rad SPOT kooks Piren o an arsa with a clearview of the
Track Biinks for GRS for 4minatas, Bink H;ﬁ;ﬁ sy, SPOTwdliry o geta GP % locaion
Progress Breen | thery recste for B mirikes Red n during the nestmessage imerval

Binks | EBlibsRed SPOThoks | po | MSS9308 | o to an area with a claar visw of the

HalpfGPOT Assist fior G for 4 minutes sertwihout) sy, SPOTwdltry o geta GP S loceion
Grea | the rests for | miruta. Green GRS during the nestriess age imerval
Binks Blinks Recd SPOT koks Binks Mas3208 |\t an area with a claar visw of the
08 Gresan fior G for dminutes — sentwihout) sy, SPOTwdltry o geta GRS locaion
ther ress for | minuta, GRS duriry the nextmessage imerval
IMPUORTANT MOTES:

CHEGK-IN/OK OR CUSTOM MESSAGE: SPOT must get a GPS signal bafore sanding wour Check-Irf 0K or Custom
Maeazaga. 1fno GPS signal iz fourd, the GPS light blinks red and SPOT deactivatss the funetion without
sanding any messagas.

TRACK PROGRESS: SPOTmust geta GPS signal bafiors sending your waypoint. Howswer, SPOT will stay
inthe Track Progress function, and againlook for a GPS gignal at the nest schaduled messans intereal

HELF/SPOT ASSIST: SPOT sends Help/SPOT Aasizt mezsages evan without a GPS location. SPOT will again look
for a GFS signal prior to sending the neat schadulad message [-4-5 minutesl, and repsst the antire messags eyela

50%: SPOT sends 205 Emangensy mezaagas evan without a GPS location SPOT wil again ok for a GRS

signal prior to sending the next schedulsd meszsage |-4-5 mirutes after the first messagsl, and rapeat the
entire meszage cycle.
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Function overview

Cheszk-InOK and Custom Message - Massages scheduled 3 imes ower 20 minutes o cortacts on your

contact list

- Mazsage not 2enkifG PS locaton cannot be determinsd

- Suspends Track Prograss unt messags is sent, then Track Progress
resumes automatically

- Mazsages scheduled every & minutas for one hour with updated location
to wour friends and family, or SPOT Aszit provder

H;' - Mazsage schedulad sven if GRS losation carnot bs detsrmined
- Dverrides Check-lrf 0K, Custom Message, and Track Progress

&5 - Maszages schadulad every & mirutes until cancelled lor batberics are
depletad) with u pdated keation to GEOS Rescue Coordination Canter
105, - Maszage acheduled sven if GPS location carnot bs detsrminesd
- Dverrides Chack-In' 0K, Custom Message, and Track Progress

- 505 mezsages scheduled evary 5 minutes to GEOS Reseus Coordination
Cartar until cancelled lor batteriss are deplsted | with updated location

- Help massages scheduled evary & mnutes for one hour with u pdated
I ahion to your contacts

- Mazsags schedulad sven if GRS location carnot bs detsrmined

- Dverrides Chack-Inf 0K, Custom Message, and Track Progress
Hots: SPOT strongly recommends thatyou do not utilize Combinsd Halp and
505 mods, az vour friends ard family could interfers with rescus efforts;
sea additonal wamings in the FAO section of wesacindmespat com.

- Updatsd location and teo previous locations scheduled for fransmizsion
to wour account every 10 minutss for 24 hours

E - Mazsage not 2enkifG PS locaton cannot be determinsd

R =

Help/SPOT Asgist

Cornbined Help and 505

.i‘ur,

Track Progress

GPS location fixfailad.

Searchireg for GPS zignal.
GF% . ™ i Miown to a4 new location.

Mezzage Sending Meszsageransmizsion schedule in progress. | Last message was notsent
Chesck-1 n/OK or Check-InK message ssquence m
Custom Messags in progress.
Halp SPOT in Help/SPOT Assist mode. Help/SPOT Aasist has
bean cancellad.
205 2045 iz angagad. 303 has been cancelled.
Track Progress SPOT in Track .
’ Frogress mods, A
Oy [ Lire battery.
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