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Limitations Statement 

This report has been solely prepared for De Marchi Construction (and their 

clients) and the Department of Environment and Conservation. No express or 

implied warranties are made by Ecosystem Solutions Pty Ltd regarding the 

findings and data contained in this report. No new research or field studies 

were conducted other than those specifically outlined in this report. All of the 

information details included in this report are based upon the research 

provided and obtained at the time Ecosystem Solutions Pty Ltd conducted its 

analysis.  

In undertaking this work the authors have made every effort to ensure the 

accuracy of the information used. Any conclusions drawn or 

recommendations made in the report are done in good faith and the 

consultants take no responsibility for how this information and the report are 

used subsequently by others.    

Please note that the contents in this report may not be directly applicable 

towards another organisation’s needs. Ecosystem Solutions Pty Ltd accepts 

no liability whatsoever for a third party’s use of, or reliance upon, this specific 

report. 
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1. Introduction 

Ecosystem Solutions were engaged by De Marchi Constructions to monitor the 

removal of vegetation within an area adjoining the St Johns Ambulance Centre in 

Busselton. The clearing is required to allow for an additional ambulance bay and 

access to and from the station. During the clearing Ecosystem Solutions were to 

ensure the protection and management of any Western Ringtail Possums 

(Pseudocheirus occidentalis) or other significant fauna, that may be present.  

This report is a summary of the results of this process. 

2. Vegetation Clearing 

A licence to take fauna for educational or public purposes, under Regulation 15 of 

the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, was obtained (No. TF006227 – Appendix A), to 

enable any fauna within the trees to be removed and relocated into adjoining 

habitat areas that were not being impacted. 

 

Gary McMahon (B.Sc. M.Env Mgmt) from Ecosystem Solutions conducted the 

possum monitoring during the clearing phase. He arrived at 7.00 am on Tuesday 29th 

October 2013. 

The trees to be cleared consisted of 5 individuals (4 x Callistemon spp and 1 x Agonis 

flexuosa). The locations of the trees were recorded and are shown in Figure 1 and 

Table1. 

All of the trees marked for removal were inspected for WRP animals or signs such as 

dreys or scats (Figures 2 & 3). One of the Callistemon trees had a drey (1150 19.252 E: 

-330 39.312 S) as indicated on Figure 1. This drey was unoccupied. 

The clearing was conducted by Paul De Marchi from De Marchi Construction using a 

chainsaw with the spoil being removed from the site on the day. 
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Table 1: Location of removed trees. 

Tree Location (East) Location (South) 

1-Callistemon 1150 19.254 -330 39.310 

2-Callistemon 1150 19.253 -330 39.312 

3-Callistemon 1150 19.253 -330 39.312 

4- Callistemon 1150 19.252 -330 39.313 

5- Agonis 1150 19.258 -330 39.313 

 

 

Overall no Western Ringtail Possums were seen during the clearing event.   

Gary left the site at 11am after all the trees had been removed to stump level and 

were not capable of supporting any animals (Figures 4 & 5).  

3. Figures 

 

Figure 1: Map of Site 
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Figure 2: Area inspected prior to clearing (looking north) 

  

Figure 3: Area inspected looking South 



Page | 7  

 

Figure 4: Area cleared looking south after removal (4 x Callistemons).  

 

 

Figure 5: Agonis outside fenceline after removal (single Agonis) 
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4. Report 

 The following constitutes the form specified in DEC’s draft WRP Vegetation Clearing 

Procedures - Appendix 4. 

4.1. Vegetation Clearing 
Was DEC notified prior to clearing occurring 

 Yes 

Date and Times Clearing was undertaken 

Date 29 October 2013  

Start  7.00 am  

Completion 11.00 am  

Name of Clearing Contractor 

 Paul DeMarchi – DeMarchi Construction 

Name of Possum Spotter 

 Gary McMahon – Ecosystem Solutions 

Number of WRP observed/relocated 

 None 

Location where WRP were relocated 

 Animal Initial Location Released Location 

n/a n/a n/a 

Number of dreys observed/removed 

 1 

Number of WRP injured/killed 

 None 

Name of rehabilitator/veterinarian surgery who holds injured WRP 

 N/A 

Was the management/mitigation plan objectives met 

 Yes 

Other Comments 

 Nil 

Name of person preparing report 

 Gary McMahon – Ecosystem Solutions 
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5. APPENDIX A. 
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